
Canisius 
Set aschool-record with 
10 wins while winning 
first MAAC title 

Manhattan 
OOC schedule includes 
Rutgers and Princeton. 

Marist 
New coach Scott Nelson 
won three Division III 
titles at Nazareth. 

Mt. St. Mary's 
Goalie TC DiBartolo 
finished second in the 
MAAC with 1186 saves 
per game. 

Providence 
Friars have won three 
MAAC titles and three 
NCAA bids since 2004. 

St. Joseph's 
Historic Finnesey Field. 

Siena 
Looking to take the next 
step after back-to-back 
1O-win seasons 

VMI 
The Keydets upset NO.1 
seed Providence in the 
MAAC tournament. 

Wagner 
Top five scorers return as 
Seahawks aim to snap a 
45-game losing streak 

MAAC 
Jones, LoCoco spur Griffs to new heights 
By Paul Ohanian 

Canisius College reached several milesrones last season, setting 
a school-record for wins during a 10-6 campaign that yielded 
its firsr Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference title and NCAA 
rournament berth. Prior ro last season, the team had just one 
winning season during coach Randy Mearns' first 10 years. 

The rurnaround is a lot easier ro understand once you've 
seen sophomores Adam Jones and Nick LoCoco on the field. 
Jones became the school's first-ever lacrosse All-American, and 
LoCoco claimed the MMC's Rookie of the Year Award. 

Jones, a midfielder from Owen Sound, Ontario, led the 
team in scoring with 38 goals and 47 points last year. He was 
one of just three freshmen nationwide ro earn a SpOt on rhe 
USILA All-America squad. Jones earned additional accolades 
last summer by being named MVP and top midfielder at the 
ILF Under-I 9 World Championship. 

Cicero, N.Y., native LoCoco, who loves to operate from 
behind the opponent's goal, finished third in the narion with 
34 assists while adding 12 goals. Widely recruired out of 
high school, he initially committed to Georgetown before he 
signed with Canisius. LoCoco's chemistry with Jones was one 
of the key ingredients to last year's success. 

''All of a sudden, they jusr had a connection," said Mearns. 
''Adam is a great cutter, a guy that can get off picks with great 
moves inside. Nick has great vision and can teally feed the 
ball inside. It ended up being that 1-2 connection. It was 
one of those happy surprises as to how well they have worked 
together." 

The dynamic duo helped the Griffs to an eight-game 
winning streak, doubling rhe previous school record. Victories 
over Manhattan and VMI in the MAAC tournament yielded 
an automatic berth into the NCAA tournament. A first­
round loss to evenrual national champion Syracuse may have 
ended the campaign, but the bar of expectations has now 
been reset in Upstate New York. 

"To have those guys in our stable thar are so young," said 
Mearns, "it's like, where are they going to take it from here? 
Who knows? The sky is the limit." LM 

MAAC Makeover 
As reported in Lacrosse Magazine last August, the 

league's current configuration will change over the next 

two years. Mount St Mary's and Wagner will be leaving 

the MAAC for the Northeast Conference in 2011, while 

Providence moves into the Big East following this season. 

"I think it's great for college lacrosse to have another 

Division I conference," said Wagner's Jason Rife. "I'd 

also like to thank the MAAC, a conference that we have 

enjoyed partnering with. I am looking forward to our final 

two seasons of MAAC competition." 
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